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Dear Senior Manager Anne Stephenson,

Please accept my comments on Efficiency Maine's draft three-year plan. I think it is critically
important to dramatically increase energy efficiency to help Mainers reduce energy costs as
well as air and climate pollution. 

Given that the housing stock in Maine is one of the oldest in the nation, they therefor can
benefit the most from improvement in terms of insulation. One of the easiest improvement one
can make in these older homes is to stop the air leaks around the windows and doors.
Efficiency Maine has in the past sponsored and promoted caulking around windows and doors
and this is a good first step. But clearly if one want to be able to open the windows in the
summer (think of August and September 2018) then the opening section of the windows
cannot be caulked and thus remains a major source of air leakage. A simple and low cost
method of stoping the majority of these leaks is to install WindowDresser Inserts or 'Internal
Storms'. These inserts are custom fitted to each individual window so that it achieves a good
tight air seal, and yet because they are made using almost 100% volunteer labor, the cost is
very low. Currently approx. 20% of WindowDressers production is provided to homes where
the occupant cannot afford to pay for them.

Efficiency Maine could assist in two ways

Promotion of the WindowDressers program so that more homeowners, businesses and even
renters can learn of the benefits of inserts 

Funding of the WindowDressers organization so that more homes can be fitted with inserts
even when the homeowner or renter cannot afford even the minimal cost of inserts 

Thank you for listening !

Ray Yardy

Sincerely,
Ray Yardy
28 Peters Hill Lane, PO Box 479
Blue Hill, ME 04614
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